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September Membership Meeting

Y The Officers and Trustees of the Company of
Cleveland Grays request the honor of your presence
at the September monthly meeting and restoration
unveiling, on Monday the 21st Day of September
2009 at the Grays Armory 1234 Bolivar Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44115.

Buffet dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. and a
cash bar will be available at members’ rates. Private

tours of the Armory will be provided ~

Please RSVP to Gravs1837@vahoo.com
by Friday the 18" Day of September.

The meeting will be held in the recently-renovated
third floor ball room. We will be taking a picture of
“The _Company of Grays--" if you have a Grays
uniform, please wear it — if you don’t have a uniform,
please wear a jacket and tie (or appropriate female
attire). We will also be discussing the possibility of
hosting a “Spring 2010 Militaria Show.” Please
bring your ideas to make this a successful
fundraising event.

o

Sportsman’s Association Range Schedule:

John Jenkins has tentatively programmed the
following Thursday evenings as membership
shooting range dates- (all times are1700-1900):

September 3 September 17  September 24
October 1 October 15 October 22
October 29 November 5 November 19

©

Collectible Items for Sale

The armory has nine 1950’s-era Coleman lanterns
(new in the box) that will be offered to our
members on a limited first come first serve basis
at a special $100.00 price—(one per customer
and this offer is limited to current members only).
If you are interested in making a purchase,
contact the Executive Director (via phone or
email—please no ‘verbal’ requests).

American Theater Organ Society Recognition

Various chapters of the American Theater Organ
Society (ATOS) held their National Convention at
Grays Armory over the summer. The American
Theater Organ Society’s National Regqistry of
Significant _Instruments presented The Cleveland
Grays with a framed certificate designating the
Armory’s “3/15 Wurlitzer #2153 (1931) Style 240
3/13” as an organ of exceptional historic and
musical merit worthy of preservation.” President
Bill Roediger accepted this national recognition
during a special Grays Armory concert held during
the National Convention on July 3, 2009.

More on-line information can be found on the
ATOS website, “Past Conventions” page:

http://www.atos.org/conventions/2009/ &

Another Successful Work Party

A group of dedicated volunteers gathered at the
armory on Saturday June 27" to continue the job
of cleaning out the nooks and crannies of this
venerable landmark. The crew toiled to move a
large inventory of artifacts from the third floor
ballroom to our new museum storage areas on
the second floor of the back building. Significant
progress was also made in cleaning out the
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basement-a seemingly “Herculean task~!" The
expenses associated with providing the volunteers
with cleaning supplies and also their mid-day
lunch rations were recouped by the sale of all the
scrap metal removed from the basement, (along
with a modest surplus).

A special ‘Grays Salute’ and ‘Thank You’ is in
order for member, Joe Indriolo and his son Jim
for making important safety improvements to the
electrical panels in the basement. We would also
like to thank another unsung hero, Trustee Paul
Konys, who continually (and cheerfully) takes on
plumbing, electrical and a host of miscellaneous
repairs that are needed on short notice.

A hearty “Well Done” goes out to All ~!

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEERS 6/27/09:

Bernie Borowski Herk Rauzi
Stephanie Miller John Crowe
Anthony Crowe Paul Konys
George Woodling Nicholas Crowe
Dan Avondet Paul Castellano
Bill Roediger Kris Roediger

Scott McCombs *
Michael Matisko *

Scott Hutcherson
Colin McCombs *

* Designated Clean-Up Volunteers participated as
members of the Civil Air Patrol organization &

Grays Armory receives a Department of
Defense award: civilian recognition

Each year the Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Reserve Affairs provides official
recognition to members of the civilian employer
community. Under the auspices of the DOD’s
Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve
(ESGR) program, President Roediger was a
special guest of honor at a testimonial luncheon
and awards ceremony. The event was hosted
by the Ohio ESGR Council in Columbus on May
1, 2009. Bill was feted and bestowed with the
coveted “Above and Beyond” Eagle Trophy on
behalf of The Cleveland Grays. The Armory
received this state-level recognition and praise
for supporting its Executive Director and the
non-paid volunteers who are also members of
the Guard and Reserve. This honor came as a
result of a “Patriot Award” nomination submitted
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by Katrina Hutcherson, which described the
organizational support and flexibility that she
(and her husband, Trustee Scott Hutcherson)
receive from the team efforts of board members
and the President. The narrative outlined the
extent of this organizational support and
underscored its importance to both paid staff
and volunteers, (by allowing them to effectively
fulfill their Reserve obligations to the nation).
Also noted were the Grays Armory’s support
and assistance to local Reserve units and to the
Army’s Cleveland Recruiting Battalion. In
addition to “Patriot” recognition status, Grays
Armory has been identified as one of seventy-
eight employer organizations selected from a
pool of thousands to achieve the “Above and
Beyond” distinction for embracing an
outstanding spirit of National Guard and
Reserve support—which is so crucial to military
employees and volunteers. Dk

Third Floor Restoration Project

Another dedicated group of volunteers have
been working very hard both in the evenings
after work and on the weekends to restore the
third floor ballroom. They carried and set up the
scaffolding from the basement, scraped and
painted the ceiling, refinished the wood
paneling, repaired broken woodwork. The task
Is not yet completed, but we hope the majority
of the renovation will be done by our September
membership kick-off meeting. Paul Konys and
Joe Indriolo have been engineering a
replacement exhaust fan for the room which
should cool the space nicely and allow the room
to be used during the warmer months. With this
sluggish economy, there has been a renewed
interest in renting smaller venues for meetings
or special events, and we hope the availability
of this space will increase rentals. We owe a
special thank you to Dan Rabkewych who
arranged for his employer (Sherwin Williams)
to donate all the primer, paint and varnish. The
project would not have been successful without
their generous corporate support.

The following members and friends have been
working diligently throughout the summer on
this renovation effort:



2009 SUMMER RENNOVATION
TEAM VOLUNTEERS

(continued)

Bernie Borowski
Michael Kilbane

Barb Borowski
Peter Goodspeed

Scott & Katrina Hutcherson  Joe Indriolo

Paul Konys Jerry Lewandowski
Dan Rabkewych Herk Rauzi

Bill Roediger Kristin Roediger

o

A View from “Herk’s Corner”

Some historical observations and perspectives
from Cleveland Grays Trustee, Harold Rauzi ~

Commemorative Sheet Music discovery
portrays some of Cleveland’s illustrious
citizens and the spirit of their times.

In the course of our ongoing Grays work parties
during Summer Hiatus, volunteers unearthed
several copies of a 90-year old sheet musical
score: “Dear Old Flag: Give Me Liberty or Give
Me Death,” (words and music by L. Z. Phillips).

The music dates to 1917, and it is “Dedicated to
the Cleveland Grays.” On the back page is a
history of The Grays, written by the then-
Secretary E. W. Bowers. The history includes
a | ist of t en
who are or have been members of the
Gr ay s Samé are well-known names, others
not; with a little research (and a little help from
Dr. George Vourlojianis), | have found at least a
bit of information on each of them. In
alphabetical order:

James Barnett: Barnett’s direct affiliation
with the Grays was short—he was part of the
gun company which left the Grays to form the
Cleveland Light Artillery. His indirect connection
has been much longer-lasting. Barnett was
commanding officer of the 1% Ohio Light Artillery
at the battle of Carrick's Ford, when the
“secessh” cannon now in the Armory lobby was
captured and sent to Cleveland. He was later
brevetted a Brigadier General and served as

“prominen
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chief of artillery on General Willam S.
Rosencran’s staff. Before the war he had
served on Cleveland City Council, and as
Cuyahoga County Treasurer. In 1866 he was
appointed one of the original members of the
Police Commission. He later served another
term on city council.

A.B. Foster: A Civil War veteran before
coming to Cleveland, he was associated with
several local manufacturing companies, as
manager or owner.

John N. Frazee: If you have ever looked
at the cornerstone of the Armory, you know
Frazee was president of the Grays when the
Armory was built. Frazee (1829-1917) was a
member of the Grays before the Civil War, and
served with all three regiments that the Grays
were part of—rising from corporal to Second
Lieutenant with the 1% Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
serving as a Captain in the 84™ OVI, and
Lieutenant Colonel in the 150" OVI. Before the
war he was a member of the City Watch
(volunteer night watchmen) and later a paid
constable. Between his active duty stints, he
served as the elected Cleveland City Marshal
1863-1864. When the office of city marshal was
abolished and the full-time paid Cleveland
Police Department was established in 1866,
Frazee was appointed its first Superintendent
(i.e., chief). (Former Gray James Barnett was
pne pfothe clyilian goficg JFaMmissiogers to
whom Frazee reported.) Frazee was elected to
two two-year terms as Cuyahoga County Sheriff
1869-1873.

Myron T. Herrick: Herrick (1854-1929)
was a lawyer, businessman, and politician. He
was president of the Society for Savings from
1894 to 1924, a founder of Cleveland Electric
llluminating Company, and National Carbon
Company (later part of Union Carbide); he was
also one of the original investors in the Arcade.
He served one term as Ohio Governor (1903-
1905), and was twice U.S. Ambassador to
France, appointed by Presidents William
Howard Taft (1912-1914) and Warren G.
Harding (1921-1929).




Henry W. Kitchen: One of the founders
of Saint Luke’s Hospital, Dr. Kitchen was an
anatomy professor first at the Western Reserve
University School of Medicine, then at the
College of Wooster's now-defunct medical
school.

Andrew B. Meldrum: The Reverend
Meldrum (1857-1928) was pastor of the Old
Stone Church from 1902 to 1924, then Pastor
Emeritus until his death—(Meldrum’s son and
the Assistant Pastor’s son formed a partnership
and founded the “Meldrum And Fewsmith”
advertising firm.)

W.J. Morgan: William J. Morgan (1838-
1904) owned W. J. Morgan & Co., a prominent
Cleveland lithography company. An almost-full-
length portrait of Morgan in parade uniform
hangs in the Armory lobby.

Edward S. Meyer: An attorney who
served as Cleveland Law Director 1891-1892.

Henry B. Payne: Payne (1810-1896)
served Cleveland as Solicitor and city council
member before being elected to the state
senate. He was U.S. Representative 1875-1879
and U.S. Senator 1884-1891.

John D. Rockefeller: Rockefeller (1839-
1937) was a founder of Standard Oil Company,
a shareholder in the Arcade, and developer of
the Rockefeller Building on West 6™ Street. He
supported many local charities—in 1892 alone
he gave away $1.35 million.

While “Dear OId Flag” is not one of those
tunes we all know, and scarce biographical
information is available about its composer, L.
Z. Phillips, he is associated with a more
familiar composition: The “Marines Corps
Hymn.” Both the Marine Corps’ official history
and legendary Marine Band leader, John Philip
Sousa have acknowledged that this legendary
tune was actually borrowed— being originally
composed in 1868 by Jacques Offenbach as
the “Gendarmes Duet” for the comic opera
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“‘Genevive du Brabant...”(Marines scrounging—
who’d a’ thunk it!)

Whoever first wrote lyrics about the Marines
and set them to Monsieur Offenbach’s music is
unknown, but by 1900 there were several
versions of the “Marines’ Hymn” being played
and sung. In 1919 the Marine Corps published
sheet music for the piece, crediting Phillips with
the words and music. Ten years later the
Commandant for the first time recognized an
official version of the “Marines’ Hymn"—It was
Phillips’s 1919 variation on Offenbach’s musical
theme, with a few lines of lyrics changed from
his original version.

In Phillips’ version, the closing lines of the first
stanza were:

Admiration of the nation,
We’re the finest ever seen;
And we glory in the title
Of United States Marines

The 1929 official lyrics are the more-familiar:

First to fight for right and freedom,
And to keep our honor clean,
We are proud to claim the title

Of United States Marines

During World War Il, the last modification
from Philips’s 1919 lyrics was adopted ~

“On the land as on the sea”

was finally streamlined and modernized to:

“In the air, on land, and sea”

In just this one modest artifact from the heyday
of The Grays Armory, we can easily discern the
tremendous pride and patriotism exhibited by
some of Cleveland’s by-gone citizens. This is
the same sort of American spirit that would
inspire  future generations throughout the
twentieth century, and it continues right up to
the present day-! Dk



